T was a few hours later than the
cold, gray dawn of the 'mornlnx
after “The Bad Samaritan,’ and
M= George Ade was resting

easlly: To use his own words (not

yet copyrightéd), he had been para-

. chuted—let down easy. A forked
smile played about his Indiana features as he told how the eritic iron had

¢ entered the sonl of his faitiiful friend and admirer, a moon-faced waiter at
the Holl&nd ‘House who lives at his elbow every minute ot the time he
is in the cafe, ‘

‘When you call upon a plnywright or & star the morning after and fell
to find. newspapers littering the room in glad protuslon-«DONT Talk
gbout the weather, your neighbors, or, the clerk downstairs, but don't, ay
y0u hape to lead the conversation into pleasant pathis, doh't drag last night
out of its darkness. It's always the time to omit flowera (]

1 had had In mind a little chat about—but—but—— .7

“How would a little talk on slang do?” proposed Mr. Ade.

“It would do very well,” I agroed, “but once before when I suggested
that subject you sald you werg g0 sick of slang that you didn’t want to,

B
“nasy

-
ot

talk about it." \
“Yes, I know; but that slang in the last act seemed to go well last
nirht.”

It did. It went go well that it ought to go almost equally well in print.
Bo here it is, the laconic Spillers handing it out to Uncle Ike:
o o o> > o> >
“E VERYBODY with the hammer—are you-on? I go up to the city,
put something across, come back here with a bundle of money
that I had to carry in a shawl-strap, and ‘you know what I got."

“I can guess.”

“Ail the I-Knew-Him-When bLrothers got together. Ever hear of the
I-Knew-Him-When Club? It's immense. All the boys with long Belshazzars
get together in front of the Post-Office like this: ‘I knew him when he
was working for $6 a week;’ ‘I knew him when he had two shirts and one
pair of galluses.’ 1've been getting it here ever since I connected with a

.- little coin.” :

“‘Gene, you won't know what real unpopularity is until you start to
@ive your money away.!’

“That re-minds me. Come here! You remember Belle—la-la~la—with
the voice, you know—the one that was going to send Schuttann-Heink back
w0 Germany? Well, T slipped her -a lttle plece of money to get her back

to this town. You know how she used to be—like this (indicating swelled
hud). Tamest thing you ever saw—eat right out of your hand. What
they did to her up iu the big town! Wow! wow! You know she finally
* eang. Oh, real stage, orchestra, flowers in the hair, and the Missouri family
out in front.”

“Missouri family?* L

“All the guys siitin’ dowa on thelr shoulder-blades sayin’ ‘Come on, “F'm sarry; she was a nice girl."
now; show us’ Beile out, steppin’ on har own teat reacites for a high “Well, she was huntin’ for it, and

y ﬁ‘n Aot 1t here (producing a ellpplnx) Evening paper. This 18 what
they handed Liftle Biight-Eyes. Listen: 'Mlu Relle Hinkle, whose gown
was slightly bunched jn the back, came out and did & few !lliuh % the
" Jewel Soug | Hinkle's voloe sounded g lgil\o were standing too close:

the phoné. " Bhe' hit the key only once,'and then fell off backward’—and
\ on, Nt » golumn. B ;

note—Blump-ph!” she got it. And now back to me.

‘ ' “As bad az mr- : Head on the shonlder—nothin’ to it.

‘ “Skidgot* | . 3 I'm going to have her here for the

’ ‘lﬂ I ' AR gazizzas  (indicating the corner- stretched.
stone), “Will you sort of ‘How-de-do,

Belle' business of shaking hands and [
all that? When I come back with
er nobs, nothing ubonc the voiee,
understand?”’

*Lost iv, eh?”

“Never had one.” '

7

I'oho kept right on going.

“You knew, didn't you,” put in a friend, “that ‘lobster’ is a term of
endearment in Japan?”

Although Mr. Ade's expert knowledge didn’t seem to carry him that
far, I am disposed to offer this interrogative information in the hope that
it may be good news to a large clasa which is ruining its eyesight reading
supper checks under the restaurant’s red lamp. i

“There’s hardly anything new in slang,” went on Mr. Ade, bumping &
head that ias full of it against the pillows of thes bed upon which he was
“I‘w.maao quite a study of it, and have tried to find the deri-
vations of many of the slang words that are in common use. One day
when I was a reporter on tha Record 1 heard a porter in a hotel call out
“Twenty-three!’ to a tramp who, was shuffling in to make a touch. The;
That was a new one on me, and I wondered
{ hil3 what the magical word coinld mean. When I asked the porter, he informed -

A ¥ me that it meant ‘Get out’ I went to a great deal of pains’to find tho‘mand grew with every rehearsal, until [ felt quite certain Mr.
derivation of the term. The most interesting explanation of saveral was never be Iuriounly jealons of me.”.
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“ONE DAY WHEN 1 WAS A REPORTER"——

STAND

uct of the times, as many

might imagine,” said its past
mastér. “On the contrary. it's as old
as the hills, I was reminded of this|t
the other day by reading in one of|
the papers that Tim Sullivan, on his|
arrival from Europe, said, when in-
vited to step inte a cab at the pler,
‘No thank you; I'll take . rattler,’
meaning a car. Mr. Sullivan probably
thought he was using the very latest
slang, when as a matter of faot he
had brought an infirm old-timer
through  the customs. That word
‘rattler,’ ' which was slang for ‘car-
riage’ then, is in an English book of
slang published in 1 1 also found
the word ‘lobster’ in that book."

¢ ‘SLANG {s by no means a prod-

\

T8, T 4
this one: ‘\zook from the City of Mexizo, who had pulled off a Joh. w’
caught in New Orleans and extradition papers had been taken out, when X
he sent word to his friends to come and save him.  Thers ‘were tw«nﬁ
three of them, and they concocted the plan of surrounding the baflifta ‘when’
they brought out their man. At the siynal “Pwenty-three!" ‘they weN 10
grnb their pal and then sll run ln different directions. Aceordinl, :

three’ was the word tor the getsaway. And so lt. goes,
word you hear to-day has its history.”

> » s > > -
“IT was largely a matfer of accident,” sald Mr. Ade, when med b,p'

he happened to begin writing slang. **‘Artle’ was to blame.’ AR

you may remember, was an office Loy. It oscnrred ito me to send

him to a church social and let him: tell ahout it in his own way. . Well,
people seemed to lke it, judging from the letters I got. 80 1 decided to m
them more of the same kind of stuff.” s e
“And you beélleve—you must after last night.—thlt peom .tm
slang?” s

“Yen, a certaln kind of slang. If's pleturesque, ezay, and i’ a lll*’
cut to telling what you want to say.. But thare fs slang and siang. I :
never be coarse aud be popular. The best slang fs that vhleh finds
into the family eircle. There's lnotlwr kind that never gets W'g
race course or the barroom.” Fai

“Will yon keep on writing slang?” Al

“I may he compelled to. lhuvutﬂedwgnwmm ‘
once, but my awful past has always caught up with me and
tack I was determined there should rot be 4 line of slang in
of Sulu.' ‘It weiil-be' Glibertian.’ said' 1 to ‘myselt”—Mr, Ade smiled
| selt—“but my lovely fden didn't live through the first uhmu
imamt«l a line of slang here, another just a ‘word or two th
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HE square Yoke
I nightgown Is 8

well - deservod
favorite and always In
demand. it means
smoothness over  the
shoulders, where any-
thing that ‘rumples Is
;‘arlsln to be uncom-
ortable, at . the same
time that there le
abundant tulpess be-
low, 'Phis one allows
a cholce of the high or
open neck. and can be
made  elaborate  with
the berthas frid . or
plain if ‘better | liked,
Agiln,” thera can' be
the turn-over collar or
the stralght one at the
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